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The electrostatic charge on ions causes them to be surrounded by ions of the opposite charge in a lattice 
structure .

The formula unit  of sodium chloride is NaCl as this is the simplest ratio describing the ions present.

The coordination number is six as each Cl- and Na+ is surrounded by 6 of the oppositely charged ions.

The strength of the lattice structure can be described by the lattice energy .

In general, ionic compounds have high MP´s and BP´s. Why?

The ions are now said to be hydrated

When can ionic compounds conduct electricity?
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