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(b) Read the newspaper article.

Black is the new grey

Some grey squirrels produce black offspring. The black colour is caused by a change
in a single gene.

In the south east of the UK. the number of grey squirrels is now falling and the
number of black squirrels is increasing.

Female grey squirrels prefer to mate with black males. This is called sex selection.

Explain the recent increase in the number of black squirrels using ideas about natural
selection.

In your answer write about:

variation

selection

competition

the effect over a number of generations.
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Evolution and Charles Darwin 

Internet Research Task




Name
Complete this research task by filling in the text boxes. This website is a useful place to start. Other links are given in the text boxes.
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Finished? Play the Evolution Experience






1. Write a brief biography of � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/darwin_charles.shtml" ��Charles Darwin�. 








2. Explain Darwin’s � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/evolution/what-is-evolution/the-theory/index.html" ��theory of evolution�:












































3. Explain your personal view about the theory:












































4. What does Darwin mean by ‘� HYPERLINK "http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/biology/evolution/revise-it/natural-selection" ��survival of the fittest’�?





5. What happens if an animal is not well adapted or ‘fit’?














Can you find any � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/21c/evolution/theoryevolutionrev8.shtml" ��examples�?

















6. Darwin’s theory suggests all living things are related. Explain three examples from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhm.ac.uk/nature-online/evolution/what-is-the-evidence/morphology/index.html" ��this website� of a feature that humans share with other animals.
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7. Read the article above and explain below the increase in the number of black squirrels using ideas of natural selection. Write about: variation, competition, survival and reproduction. Really good scientists could talk about allele frequency.












































